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Geese flying over head, hunters and children are getting impatient as 
school is coming to a close and spring has arrived. Igiugig has been busy 
since the last newsletter that went out to you folks. Tatyana graduated 
from high school! Congratulations to Greg and Renae Zackar for your 
daughter completing high school and venturing on to new adventures. 
Every Friday at the school the kids get to choose electives for the day and 
you can read what type of electives they choose for the Friday Fun. We 
continue to recycle here in Igiugig and our intern has an article to update 
you on our program. Following that article, we have one about the large 
quantities of snow we had unusually in March written by Kiara. After 
Kiara’s article you can look at more photos of Taty’s Graduation, Class of 
2018. 
There is an update in the Wangkuta Qanriarait Navarparmiut Yugcetun of 
what we have been doing lately and how we enjoyed Dr. Walkie Charles 
of UAF on Yup’ik grammar. AlexAnna also has an update on the ANE 
grant “Communities Teaching Culture” and what the plans are so far. 
Following her article, you can see your favorite people out and finding 
ways to enjoy Igiugig and all that we are and read our announcements. 
It’s spring time, remember to be safe on the river and the melting lake, as 
winter continues to fall away and the birds return from their winter travels. 

April 

April 5th - Sherry Nelson 

April 14- Renae Zackar  

April 18th- Halay Turning Heart 

April 27th- Randy Alvarez  

April 30th- Teagan Wassillie 

May 
May 5th - Tate Gooden 

May 8th - Sharolynn Zackar 

May 11th - Ella Gooden 

May 11th - Luke & Addison 
Salmon-Anelon 

May 12th - Tanya Salmon 

May 15th - Leif  Richards 

May 17th- Tia Hobson 

May 23rd- June Gooden 

May 29th - Walt Gooden 

April & May Birthdays:
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Taty’s Graduation 

Taty’s graduation was held on April 13th at the Igiugig School.  The gym 
was decorated according to what she likes most, which is fishing. We had a 
net backdrop and everything fishing style, the walkway she had looked like a 
stream. Tatyana walked out to the final countdown, which everyone laughed 
at. Ida then gave her commencement speech, Tate gave a speech, and then 
Taty gave her speech. She was then handed her diploma, and walked back 
out. Pictures, a potluck, and presents followed this. It was the shortest, 
graduation I’ve ever been to, and it was amazing! We all hope Taty does well 
in anything she puts her mind to. Go far Taty!  

Taty with her family: Greg, Renae, Taty, Alicia, 
Sharolynn, Sim and Alice Taty & Kevin Taty & Alice

Taty with Karl, Stacy, Kaylee
Taty & Teya

Taty with Eileen & 
Alice

Taty with Ida, Kiara & 
Shea
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Friday Fun
Just before Christmas, the Igiugig secondary students responded to a survey reflecting on the first 
semester of school.  Some of the results are shown below:

  
On a scale of 1 to 5, how did you feel about the first semester of school?
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Friday Fun

Based on student input, the school staff made some changes to the schedule, one of which was to 
resurrect Friday electives.  Starting last January, staff members facilitate a variety of quarter-long 
mixed-age electives based on student interest, and for the last hour of school each Friday, students 
get to choose what they want to do—a refreshing break from the mandated subjects.  Whenever 
possible these elective learning opportunities are used to meet standards.

So far the response to Friday electives has been positive.  One student remarked, “I feel like 
[electives] are really amazing…I’m getting to be better friends with people because we share this 
new interest.”  Another stated, “[Electives] are great!  People interact nicely when they’re doing 
something new, when they’re all beginners.”  When asked what he thought of working in a mixed-
age group in the craft elective, Walt Gooden smiled, “Sometimes there are disasters, but it’s just 
fun!”  

The third-quarter electives included crafts (wood-burning, paper-weaving, candle-making); You Tube 
ballet lessons; baking; and band.  Beginning Friday, March 2, the fourth quarter electives will be: 
archery, scrap-booking, baking, and iMovie creations.  Community members can look forward to a 
sampling of the students’ new skills at the End-of-Year Awards assembly.  

The school staff hopes to continue Friday electives next year and welcomes the participation of 
community facilitators.  We live in a great community with many talented people; it would be a 
privilege for the students to work with community members in their areas of interest and expertise.  
If you are interested in helping with an elective next year, see Tate or AJ.  Quyana!

By Igiugig School Teachers
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Igiugig Recycling Program

Here in Igiugig we’ve been recycling for several years 

now.  We even have all the lodges do recycling too while 

they are here during the summer time. We do recycling 

through out the year, it keeps all the IGAP employees 

busy. 

It’s not only keeping our landfill cleaner, it’s also keeping our village cleaner too. We separate all tin 

cans, plastics, glass, and aluminum cans from one and other. If you need a bin for your recycling 

come to the hanger and ask one of the IGAP workers for extra ones and we’ll give you one. Once 

we separate all the tin cans from the plastic we put them in different color bags. We have the 

plastic in yellow bags and the aluminum cans in green bags, and then we send them out on the 

mail plane. We have the tin cans in black bags and then we take them to the dump and have them 

buried. When we do glass we have them in a bin and we crush them with our glass crusher. If you 

would like to know more about recycling come to Igiugig and find out, so you can go home and talk 

to your community into doing recycling.  

Fewnia with Governor Walker at the Rural 
Energy Conference in Fairbanks



Igyararmiut Qallemciit Volume 22, Issue 3 April 2018

Page �  of �6 12

Snow

This year’s winter had been a poor excuse for a winter...at least until we got two feet of snow in the 
course of 72 hours.  (I think it was nature telling us, “You want snow? Then here it is!”)  For several days, the 
roads were covered in snow, making it difficult for vehicles to get from place to place.  Snow drifts were 
scattered everywhere. It was so continuous a blizzard that everyone wanted it to go away.  When the roads 
were plowed--thank you, Terek!-- the snow berms were still too high for a four-wheeler/truck to drive over, 
making it difficult to get into our driveways. But thankfully, those too were plowed.  

The first day of the blizzard, many cell-phones rang with calls saying that people were stuck. Our 
house was blanketed with a snow drift.  When you opened the door, the snow on our porch was at least a 
foot-and-a-half high.  Almost all four-wheelers were replaced with snow-machines, and you could smell the 
exhaust in the air and hear the roar of the machines zipping around town.  All of this drove me crazy, and the 
snow wouldn’t stop.  To top it all off, this happened just before Kokhanok Carnival, preventing many people 
from traveling.   

Although the snow made things difficult, kids had fun playing on the immense berms. It’s a good thing 
that spring is coming our way, with the snow berms slowly melting and the roads getting muddy.  Eventually 
it will all turn to slush and wetness, and people will want winter to come back again! 

By Kiara Nelson

Taty’s Graduation photos 

Taty with Dad and Mom Taty with Stacy & Tate 

Taty with Sim, Alicia, & Sharolynn Taty & Kiara
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Wangkuta(We all) Qanriarait (Will Speak) Nanvarparmiut 
(The People of Lake Iliamna) Yugcetun (Yup’ik Language)

Waqaa Igyararmiut (the People of Igiugig)!
Calirpagtukut! (we have all been really busy). 

Our village was honored to host Dr. Walkie Charles from UAF to teach 
a four day Yup’ik grammar course, based on “A Practical Grammar of 
the Central Alaskan Yup’ik Eskimo Language” by Steven Jacobson. 
We had 18 learners and two fluent elders attending in two groups. I 
appreciate the level of enthusiasm of this community; please keep it 
up because the second workshop will be held in Igiugig around May 
12. Some reflections from that class were shared in his presentation 
titled “We Will Get There When We Get There: A Cooperative Learning 
of the Yup’ik Language Across Generations” which he provided at the 
Alaska Anthropological Association’s 45th annual meeting in 
Anchorage. 
At that same conference, I was also able to share about our language 
project through the presentation titled: “Igyararmiut Path of Cultural 
Revitalization”, and attended a session on Alaska Native Language 
Studies. Dr. Mitchell shared “Best Practices in Revitalizing 
Endangered Alaskan Languages,” which was very helpful: “Language 
demographics –especially the number of fluent speakers and the age 
structure of fluent speakers –indicate which revitalization efforts may 
be the most successful, generally either language nests and language 
immersion schools or master-apprentice language teams.” His 
handout indicates that when the youngest speakers are elders (all of 
Lake Iliamna region), then the best practice includes to: work at 
language normalization, master-apprentice model, teach language 
classes in school by training apprentices to teach as they learn. I felt 
reassured that this approach we are trying in Igiugig over the course of 

three years has been grueling, and trial-and-error to what fits our 
community, but the general structure was designed around these best practices. There was also a presentation 
from the Alaska Native Language Preservation Advisory Council (facebook.com/anlpac), on their 2018 policy 
recommendations to the State. I also had the privilege of attending Yoko Kugo’s presentation on Lake Iliamna 
Place-names and discuss the elders workshop we are trying to host May 15-16 in Newhalen. Last but not least, I 
was able to see a presentation on the work that Monty Rogers does with his firm called Cultural Alaska, and I am 
happy to report that he will be joining us at our Annual Goose Camp to do arrow making. 

We have also continued to host Master-Apprentice soup nights at my house at least twice monthly and 
have now added Tuesday “Blue Book” study nights to the list of Yup’ik activities. Unglu, our language nest, 
continues to be held in the mornings at the Triple Wide and the babies are growing more verbal everyday. Some 
of their first and most often used Yup’ik words are “Tai-tai” (come here), “Awa!” (out of the way), “Cali” (more), 
“Quyana” (thank you), “Tua-i” (done), “Takuqaq” (brown bear, and definitely growling and acting like one) and 
“Waqaa” (hello). They are good at using these commands and associating a Yup’ik name, i.e. “Tai-tai Apapi”, 
“Avaa Qayaa”, etc. They also know and can identify at least ten assorted Alaskan animals and can point out their 
ears, eyes, nose, and other parts. It is really entertaining to watch them in action, and it is growing increasingly 
harder to keep all of their attention spans at once. 

Nalluyagucakunaku (don’t you forget it!) – our language grant comes to an end at the end of July so we 
are about to enter our final quarter and will have to brainstorm ways to continue the momentum without federal 
funding. Quyana!

Dr. Walkies Class 

Blue Book study at the Library



Igyararmiut Qallemciit Volume 22, Issue 3 April 2018

Page �  of �8 12

ANE update: “Communities Teaching Culture” 

By AlexAnna Salmon, Project Director 
Alaska Native Education Program (CFDA 84.356A) 

Grant #S356A170005 funded by US Department of Education 

Cama’i! Our Alaska Native Education grant has been a flurry of activity. In all thirteen 
communities we have been actively advertising positions for the Summer Project Coordinators.  
We have also been receiving updated signed Memorandums of Agreement between all the 
tribal councils, school district and Igiugig. We are setting up direct deposit options for those 
entities interested and will be ready to disburse 50% of the stipends on April 20 for those that 
have completed the requirements. Each site is receiving a laptop and two i-pads to facilitate 
communication, photo documentation, and summer learning; those have been ordered and 
will be out to sites in early May.  

Community info and/or planning meetings have also been underway. Igiugig’s was held 
on February 20; Chignik Lagoon on March 27; Newhalen on April 3; Kokhanok and Port 
Alsworth on April 5 with more to come before May. At these meetings residents had the 
opportunity to review and provide feedback for the Cultural Awareness Standards which have 
been overhauled to become more culturally relevant to our unique communities. You may 
have heard about “The Five Pillars” which refers to these major topic areas of learning: 
Personal History or Identity, Language, Art, Food/Subsistence, and Building/Tools. We hope 
that the School Board will approve and adopt these standards at their upcoming April board 
meeting in Newhalen.  
 These meetings have also been an opportunity to introduce the project team for this 
grant, and how it will operate in partnership with each community over the next three years. 
At the planning meetings, residents spoke of the cultural activities they want the community to 
participate in over the course of the summer. For example, Igiugig’s summary includes 
activities such as building fish traps, building a fish rack, and wild plant harvesting. Families 
that want their child to participate will be asked to sign a liability waiver and photo release 
form. The coordinator will track the child’s participation and activity, and in the fall when 
Student Advocates (i.e. the Counselors) return, they will update each child’s portfolio. With 20 
less days in school, we need to make sure our children are receiving academic credit for the 
exciting summer learning opportunities whether at Fish Camp, on a commercial fishing vessel, 
or doing an internship. Igiugig Village is excited and privileged to hire Renae Zackar to be our 
Summer Project Coordinator and we look forward to our first year of this three year grant.  

We are off to a great first season in fulfilling these three broad ANE goals: 
1. Foster strong, sustainable partnerships between each community and LPSD teachers and 

staff.  
2. Reshape the schooling experience for students in the LPSD region.  
3. Strengthen the LPSD standards framework to guide the work of communities and 

schools.  
Quyana for everyone’s input, help, and guidance in this exciting new journey!  
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Shea, Avery, Danni and Erika going to family camp Qayaa giving Annie eggs he found durning the easter egg 

Library Event at the school: AJ reading to kids: Danni, 
Mav, Erika, Shea, Avery, MacKenzie, Keil 

Sherry & Sheryl with their pike at Big Mountain

Loretta and Teagan Alicia, Sharolynn, & Ida after 
jumping into the Kvichak river

Kevin with his 32” pike at Big 
Mountain
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The Zoo Keepers: Danni, Avery, Jon, & Shea Quyana Tim Troll for your presentation to Igiugig 
on the Influenza in Bristol Bay in 1918-19

Easter egg coloring: Keil, Danni, Beatrice, Shea and 
Aiden

Kira, Teya and Kaylee

Samantha Carey on top of Big 
Mountain

Ungalaq & Qayaa wanting to 
hold the school baby chicks 

Dallia & Alice coloring eggs 
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Important Dates:

April 1st:  Easter. 

April 8th: Russian Orthodox Easter.

April 2nd - 6th: SCF Dental team @ the Clinic. 

April 13th - 15: TBC Family Camp. 

April 13th: Taty’s graduation. 

April 25th - 27th: Goose Camp 

April 25th to 29th: State NYO Kiara and Sim are 
going to state! 

May 1st: Last day of school 

May 1st: Village clean up and Awards Ceremony 

The Store Hours! 
Located behind the Boarding House in a green 
building: the hours of operation are from: 

5:00 PM to 6:00PM

  Stacie G @ 907-378-7416 

Clinic  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The Igiugig after-hours emergency number is 907.533.6020.  

If there is no heath aide in the village, please call the Nilavena Clinic at 907.571.1818 or 907.571.7111 for 
after-hours emergencies.

Remember in IGIUGIG We: 

• Keep Our Dogs Tied Up or on a leash.

• Turn Off Lights when leaving a public building 

• Recycle: #1 to #2 plastics, aluminum, glass, tin 
cans. We also separate batteries and e-waste. 

• Do Not Park in front of the hanger or the 
white trash trailer. 

• We compost! Bring it to the greenhouse, 
please no dairy or meat products. 

• Contribute to the newsletter! Send photos, 
news, important events to Ida @ 
igiugignewsletter@gmail.com 

• Love our village? Join Igiugig Village Info 
Zone on Facebook if you haven’t already. 

Library Hours:

Monday to Friday 

1:00 PM to 2:00 PM & 

4:00 PM to 5:00 PM  

Saturday 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:igiugignewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:igiugignewsletter@gmail.com
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Visit us on the web and like us on Facebook 
www.igiugig.com & https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/

Igiugig Tribal Council Newsletter

Front Page Photo Credit: Sharolynn Zackar: Ice edge & the Kvichak River. 

Back Page Photo Credit: Shealayla Nelson: A short ear owl. 

First Class Mail

P.O. Box 4008 

Igiugig, Alaska 99613

AlexAnna Salmon - 
President  

Karl Hill - Vice-President/Acting 
Administrator  

Christina Salmon - Member 

 Sandy Alvarez - Director of Accounting 
& Finance  

Alicia Zackar - Social Services Director/
Member 

Igiugig Village Council

Ida Nelson - Tribal Clerk , Newsletter Editor, 
Member  

AJ Gooden - Librarian 

Stacy Hill - IGAP Director 

Halay Turning Heart - Grant Administrator 

Loretta Peterson - Tribal Clerk 

Sheryl Wassillie - Procurement Clerk

IVC Board & Main Staff

http://www.igiugig.com
https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/
http://www.igiugig.com
https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/



